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SUICIDE PREVENTION STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [9.03 am]: I inform the house that the Liberal–
National government is committed to delivering the best mental health services for Western Australians. The 
Liberal–National government created WA’s first mental health minister, and this year the Premier and I 
announced that Western Australia will go through a radical change in how mental health services are delivered, 
through the establishment of the first Mental Health Commission in Australia.  

I recently announced that the Liberal–National government will provide funding of up to $40 000 to Lifeline’s 
suicideTALK program to encourage communities to talk about suicide. The funding will allow Lifeline to hold 
community education forums right across Western Australia, the first of which were held in Armadale and 
Mirrabooka last week and in Katanning over the past two days. Future suicideTALK forums will be held in 
Toodyay on 20 May and Broome on 2 and 3 June.  

Every day, about seven Australians die by suicide, and for every person lost to suicide there are about 30 others 
who have made an attempt. On average, there are 238 deaths by suicide each year in Western Australia, which is 
23 per cent higher than the number of deaths caused on our roads. In Australia, one person dies every four hours 
from suicide and one person attempts suicide every 15 minutes. Suicide is often considered a taboo subject. The 
tragedy is that many of these deaths could have been prevented if people were able, and had been encouraged, to 
talk about how they were feeling and had reached out for help. One in 17 people will consider suicide. Getting 
support and information is crucial, particularly if someone one cares about is at risk of harm.  

As committed to during the election campaign, this state government has earmarked $13 million over the next 
four years to implement the Western Australian suicide prevention strategy. In addition to establishing WA’s 
first Mental Health Commission, the government’s support for these forums and the Western Australian suicide 
prevention strategy show that it is committed to helping people in need. After the tragic suicide of former 
newsreader Charmaine Dragun, Channel 10 and The West Australian have offered to support the programs with 
promotion. Depression and suicide are above politics and we, as elected people in this Parliament, need to lead 
the way. I applaud the current Leader of the Opposition and former Premier Geoff Gallop for speaking about 
their personal experiences, which will help to reduce stigma and, indeed, will help other people.  
 


